
 

 

 

 

MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR  

Itôs a STEM spring. After inspiring hundreds of children with hands-

on activities at Expo Day, w e are awarding best junior and best 

senior project at the Greater San Diego Science and Engineering 

Festival (GSDSEF).  A couple of upcoming exciting opportunities 

for STEM passionate children include ñSTEM in Your Backyard ò and 

ñiFly STEM at the Wind Tunnelò ï an educational hands -on activity 

along with a flight in the wind tunnel  at iFly. For high school seniors 

and college students, our Reuben H. Fleet scholarship application 

process is now open and the deadline is 1 April, so apply soon. Our 

professional events include a ñCarrier Suitability Testingò dinner 

meeting and the Distinguished Lecturer 2018 serie s. A big THANK 

YOU to our members who support us and keep believ ing  in us. 

[Credit: Ioana Broome]  

 

 
 

Just go to aiaa.org  
and Join today! The 
AIAA San Diego 
section offers new  
members who joined 
within the last 30 
days a FREE event .  

 

 
Just bring your new  
member ID and  
proof  of membership  
at the door and  get  
your next e vent  FREE!  
For details contact  
chair@aiaa - sd.org  
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FEBRUARY TECH TALK  

[D r. Daniel Nelson presenting to the San Diego AIAA community. Phot o 

Credit: Lauren Paunescu ]  

On February 16,  Dr. Daniel Nelson presented ñPushing the Limits 
of High Performance Turbomachinery ò as our second AIAA San 
Diego Technical Talk. Dr. Nelson discussed his project which 
involves mechanical seals for use in turbo machinery. These seals 

significantly reduce leaks for high efficiency even as 
turbo machinery continues to develop higher speeds, pressures, 
and temperatures. Dr. Nelson is an impressive speaker who made 
the detailed topic of seals fascinating. Everyone in the audience 
was engaged with questions. Eve n the kids! We hope to hear from 
Dr. Nelson again soon  and wish him good luck with the 
presentation at the conference in Norway. [Credit: Lauren 

Paunescu ]  
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2018 NATIONAL ENGINEERS WEEK 

AWARDS BANQUET  

Each year the San Diego County Engineeri ng Council (SDCEC) 

holds the Awards Banquet to celebrate Engineers Week, by 

recognizing accomplishments by the local San Diego engineering 

community. This year, t he E -Week San  Diego Planning Committee 

organized the banquet. This year's officers were President Debra 

Kimberling (SWE), Treasurer Ken Discenza, PE (NSPE), Vice 

President Sharon Liu Lumbreras (ASCE -YMF), Banquet Chair Jerry 

Hartford, and Awards Chair Mahdi Khalili, PE  (ASCE).   

Six individuals and projects were recognized for their 

accomplishments.  They are listed below.  [Credit: Keith Glassman ]  

National Engineers Week Awards 

Award  Honoree & Professional Affiliation  
Outstanding Engineering 
Educator  

Karen May -Newman,  Ph.D.  
San Diego State University  

Outstanding Engineer  Irene Nava, Ph.D.  

Solar Turbines, Inc.  

Dr. Thomas Avolt 

Kanneman -  Outstanding 
Engineering Service  

Cory Binns  

Caltrans, District 11  

Outstanding Engineering 
Project  

Woodside Avenue Flood Control  Improvement  
SD County Flood Control District  

County of SD Dept. of Public Works  

Michael Baker International  

ASCE Co-Sponsored Civil 

Engineering Project  

Bear Valley Parkway North Widening  

County of SD Dept. of Public Works  

SDCEC President's Citation  "Dream Big" San Diego  

IMAX film at the Fleet Science Center  
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EXPO DAY AT THE SAN DIEGO SCIENCE 

AND ENGINEERING FESTIVAL  

  

 [Photo Credit: Lauren Paunescu]  

March 3  started off cold and drizzly at PETCO Park, but it wasnôt 

able to put a damper on science! As San Diego's Festival of Science 
& Engineering EXPO day got underway, visitors were treated to 
countless STEM -themed exhibits and a schedule of events including 
math concerts, a reptile show, presentat ions about robots , and 
TEDxKids@ElCajon. At the AIAA booth, EXPO -goers channeled 
their inner aircraft designer and tested their paper airplane designs 

in a table - top wind tunnel.  

With student members from UCSD demonstrating projects in 
rocketry and the tim e-honored DBF competition, the booth 

provided an exciting opportunity to learn about the breadth of 
STEM activities offered by the AIAA, drawing large crowds and 

most importantly, bright smiles .  [Credit: C ris tian  Paunescu ]  
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UPCOMING  EVENTS  

AIAA Dinner Meeting ñCarrier Suitability Testingò 

A presentation by CDR Robert A. Johnson USN (Ret.)  

From 1965 -1975 at the Naval Air Test Center, Patuxent River, MD, 
carrier suitability testing was at an all - time high in support of the 
fleet in the NVN war. A small cadre of test pilots, engineers, and 
support personnel conducted all US Navy carrier suitability testing 
of new types and models of aircraft, engines, weapons and 
electronic wa rfare systems. Testing ashore consisted primarily of 
structural demonstrations. In 
addition, carrier catapults, 
arresting gear, optical and 
electronic landing aids were 
tested. This was during the 
transition from bridle and 

pendant launches to nose tow, 
in troduction of Approach Power 
Compensation (auto throttle) 
and Automatic Carrier Landing 
Systems (ACLS).   

[Credit: Ioana Broome ]  
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Date: Thu, 22 March 2018  

Location: ATA Engineering, Inc.  

13 290 Evening Creek Dr S Suite 

250, San Diego, CA 92128  

 
5:30 Check - In and Social  
6:00 Dinner*  

6:30 Presentation and Q&A  
Click to  RSVP  

https://squareup.com/store/aiaa-san-diego-section/item/carrier-suitability-testing


 

 

 

UPCOM ING EVENTS  

Greater San Diego Science and Engineering Fair (GSD SEF)  

   

 

     

[Photo Credit: GSD SEF website.]  

At the California State Science Fair, an average of 80% of the 

GSDSEF students receive a place award and/or professional society 
award out of 300+ students who represent the best of their 
regional fairs.    Competing against the top science and engineering 
students in the world at Intel International Science and Engineering 
Fair ð1775+ students from the US and 78  other countries --  
GSDSEF students consistently receive top place awards. In total, 
GSDSEF students win $40,000+ in prizes and scholarships each 
year at these competitions . 

Join AIAA on judging  day at the Balboa Park Activity Center  

from 8am to 2:45 pm! Se e you there!  

 

 

 

 

AIAA-SD NEWSLETTER 
MARCH 2018 

Date: Wed, 14 March , 2018  

Location: BPAC  

 

 
Project judging will take place from: 

8:30 AM ï 2:45 PM  

https://www.gsdsef.org/


 

 

 

REUBEN H. FLEE T SCHOLARSHIP  

Are you a high school senior or college student in San Diego 
County?  Do you have a passion for aeronautics and astronaut ics 
and are pursuing a degree in a STEM career field?  
 
AIAA San Diego and the San Diego Foundation are once again 
hosting the Reuben H. Fleet Scholarship Program. Several 
scholarships of $1,000 OR MORE are up for grabs!   

Since 1983, the San Diego Section o f the AIAA San Diego has 
awarded 190 scholarships to deserving students pursuing a 
career in aerospace.  In 35 years $235,700 has been awarded 
from funds provided by The San Diego Foundation and by funds 
provided by the professional members of the AIAA San  Diego 

Section.   The awards will be presented at our 2018  Awards 
Banquet on May 10 th

. Scholarship applications are due  by  April 1 st  

To learn more, visit our website !   

 

Have more questions? Contact:  

Greg Marien  

greg.marien@aiaa -sd.org  

Ioana Broome  

chair@aiaa -sd.org  
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AWARD S B ANQUET NOMINATIONS  

There are many superb aerospace professionals working in San 
Diego who are true leaders in the aerospace community and 
deserve recognition.   We encourage you seek opportunities to 

showcase your best employees who exemplify the characteristics 

of your company !  

 

Nominations are  due  Tuesday, March 27, 2018  

Banquet date:  Thursday, May 10, 2018  

Location:  The Butcher Shop Steakhouse in Kearney Mesa  

If  you have someone in your charge who is already competing for 
another award, it is perfectly acceptable to use that existing 
nomination package.   The same is true if you have submitted a 
nomination to us in the past.  Self -nominations are accepted.  
 

We have  a rich aerospace tradition in San Diego.   It is our duty 
and challenge to nourish and enhance this legacy of excellence 
for those who will follow.  
 

If you would like to submit a nomination please contact:  

 Keith Glassman  

                         keith.glassman@navy.mil   
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LOCAL NEWS  

Applied Composites Holdings, LLC, a 
portfolio company of private equity 
firm AE Industrial Partners, LLC, has 

acquired  privately held San Diego 
Composites, Inc.  This is its third 
acquisition in the past four 

months.  The addition of San Diego Composites adds 70,000 
square feet of facility space, boosting total floor space for Applied 

Composites to 430,000 square feet, mo st of it in California.  
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COUNCIL  

CHAIR   
Ioana Broome  
VICE CHAIR (LRP)  
Chris McEachin  
VICE CHAIR (Technical)   

Lauren Paunescu  
SECRETARY   
Jin Oh 
TREASURER  
Marty Miller  
 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS  

WEBMASTER   
Jin Oh  
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Kimberly Painter  
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Lindsey Sweeney  
REGION VI DELEGATE  
Cesar Martin  
PROGRAM ARRANGEMENTS  

Abby Cruz  
K- 12 / STEM / MENTOR SHIP  
Ken Kubarych  
Cristian Paunescu  
STUDENT ACTIVITIES  

Irving Hernandez  
MEMBERSHIP  

Kathy Kucharski  
PUBLIC POLICY  
John Kucharski  
RHF COORDINATOR  
Greg Marien  
HONORS & AWARDS  

Keith Glassman  
FIELD TRIPS  
Jay Woodard  
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Kevin Burns  

SDSU FACULTY ADVISOR  
Allen Plotkin  
SDSU CHAIR  
Claire Quento  
UCSD FACULTY ADVISOR  
Mark Anderson  
UCSD CHAIR  

Thomas Bogott  

Aerospace News is published for the members of AIAA  ï San Diego Section  

Editor: Kimberly Painter, (619) 646 -3399, e -mail kimberlypainter93@gmail. com  

Mailing address:  AIAA  San  Diego  Section,  P.O.  Box  3898,  San  Diego,  CA 92163 -1898  

Stay in touch! 
Visit our website at www.aiaa-sd.org and find us on 

Facebook at www.facebook.com/AIAASD  

Not on our e-mail list? 

E-mail us at communications@aiaa-sd.org to be added 

to our email list! 

 

MORE UPCOMING EVENTS 2018 

14 Mar: Greater San Diego Science and Engineering Fair 

(GSDSEF) at Balboa Park Activity Center 

21 Mar: Congressional Visits Day in Washington, D.C. 

22 Mar: !L!! ŘƛƴƴŜǊ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ά/ŀǊǊƛŜǊ {ǳƛǘŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ¢ŜǎǘƛƴƎέ  

22 Apr: STEM in your backyard 

26 Apr: !L!! 5ƛǎǘƛƴƎǳƛǎƘŜŘ [ŜŎǘǳǊŜǊ άCƭƛƎƘǘǎ ƻŦ 5ƛǎŎƻǾŜǊȅ ŦǊƻƳ 

b!{! bŜƛƭ !ǊƳǎǘǊƻƴƎ CƭƛƎƘǘ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ /ŜƴǘŜǊέ  

10 May: AIAA San Diego Awards Banquet 

 

 

 

 

 


